Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #39 


July 15, 2022 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book “REEDED 
EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES”. Others were added to my list 
of interested collectors after I announced my “38 Most Common Die Marriages” would be emailed once 
a month, starting in August 2019 at the ANA Coin Show in Chicago. I am now encouraging Liberty 
Seated Coin Club Members to join in the hunt. 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will continue to 
report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 Most Common Die Marriages (started August 2019 and emailed monthly). 
2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages. 
3. Have photos of interesting die stages. 


4. Iam planning to have a 3™ Reeded Edge Half Census by November 2024. 


At this time, I want to discuss another topic that even the collectors that have Dick Graham’s book “A 
Registry of Die Varieties of Reeded Edge Half Dollars 1836-1839” are not aware of. 


Before I present a conversion chart that explains how Dick Graham’s GR numbers for 1839 are different 
from Jules Reiver’s JR numbers, a little history is necessary: 


1. Jules Reiver announced the sale of his new book “Variety Identification Manual for Reeded 
Edge Half Dollars — 1836-1839” (VIM) in the December 1988 issue of the John Reich 
Journal, price was $10. There were 9 different 1839 die varieties at that time. 


2. 1839 JR-10 was discovered by Dick Graham on October 3, 1997 (designated as 1839 GR-3 
in his 2012 book). 


3. 1839 JR-11 was added in Dick Graham’s 2012 book. Dick said he had studied this variety 
for about 6 years before he decided to include it as separate (designated as 1839 GR-6 in his 
2012 book). 


GR to JR Conversion Chart for the year 1839 


Graham (2012) Reiver (1988) Dentil Count 

Obverse Reverse 

1839 GR-1 JR-1 152 153 

1839 GR-2 JR-5 152 141 

1839 GR-3 JR-10 152 141 

1839 GR-4 JR-6 152 141 
1839 GR-5S JR-3 151* 154* 

152 141 

1839 GR-6 JR-11 152 141 

1839 GR-7 JR-8 152 141 

1839 GR-8 JR-9 146 141 

1839** JR-7 152 141 


*Incorrect (number below is correct) 
** (Graham had no equivalent number for JR-7) A 2™ specimen has not been found. 


Note: Graham believes JR-2 and JR-4 are different die stages of JR-3 (all are GR-5) 


It is very important that you understand the above chart. On the following pages you will see photos 
of Jules Reiver’s obverse and reverse for 1839 JR-2, 1839 JR-4 and 1839 JR-7 along with his word 
description for each die variety. 


I started collecting Reeded Edge Halves in November 2009 when I purchased Jules’ VIM on eBay for 
$25 (21 years after he first sold his book). When Dick Graham’s book was printed in July 2012, I was 
forced to convert my JR numbers to GR numbers. I have always hoped Dick Graham would print a 2™ 
edition that would include updated rarity ratings and photos on all die stages for each die marriage. 
Now that Dick has sold his collection and has no intention of printing another copy of his first edition, 
someone needs to step up. 
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1839 JR-2, NGC AU58 Obverse, Lot #23443, Heritage Coin Auction, 1-28-06 


The following is Jules’ description in his Variety Identification Manual (VIM): 


1839 JR-2 


Obverse — Same as JR-3. 9 slightly recut at upper left. Tiny rim breaks at *10 and *12. 


1839 JR-2, NGC AUS58 Reverse, Lot #23443, Heritage Coin Auction, 1-28-06 


The following is Jules’ description of in his Variety Identification Manual (VIM): 

JR-2 
Reverse — Line 3 of stripe 1 to 2"4 horizontal bar. Many lines up slightly to right in shield, between and 
under stripes 2, 3, 4 and 5, especially through and to the left of stripe 5. Faint vertical line through all 


horizontal bars, over line 3 of stripe 6. 2 others at top only near right edge of shield. 
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1839 JR-4, NGC XF45 Obverse, Lot #23445, Heritage Coin Auction, 1-28-06 


The following is Jules’ description in his Variety Identification Manual (VIM): 


JR-4 


Obverse — Sharp line up from top of 3, right of center, look like the bottom of the loop of an 8 are a 3. 


Lump on 1 above center. 
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1839 JR-4, NGC XF45 Reverse, Lot #23445, Heritage Coin Auction, 1-28-06 
The following is Jules’ description in his Variety Identification Manual (VIM): 
JR-4 


Reverse — Same as JR-3, JR-5 , but later die state. No lines at M1. Buildup at ED and D S light. 


1837 JR-7, NGC VF30 Obverse, Lot #23449, Heritage Coin Auction, 1-28-06 


The following is Jules’ description in his Variety Identification Manual (VIM): 

JR-7 
Obverse — Lumps around *13, and halfway between upper right point and lowest curl. 
Note: This is the only known specimen. It sold for $276 on January 28, 2006. 
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1839 JR-7, NGC VF30 Reverse, Lot #23449, Heritage Coin Auction, 1-28-06 


The following is Jules’ description in his Variety Identification Manual (VIM): 
JR-7 
Reverse — Perfect 


Note: To me, this coin appears to have a lump between UN that is similar to 1839 GR-5 reverse. 
If you should find a 2"¢ specimen, please report it to me at bustcoin] @verizon.net . 
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Additional Comments about 1839 Die Marriages 


In his book, Dick Graham stated the following: 


“T would not be surprised to see additional varieties discovered for this year as more collectors search 
through more coins. I have tried to compare known varieties with Beistle’s work, and he describes at 
least two varieties that I am not able to match against those identified in this registry, so there is the 
distinct possibility that there are coins in existence that are yet to be attributed.” 


Graham also mentioned that there was a lot of experiments being done by Christian Gobrecht including 
the reverse of 1839 GR-1 Small Letters Reverse that was later used on Liberty Seated Coinage. Dick 
also mentioned that the 1839 GR-8 obverse had a dentil count of 146, that match the 1839 Seated 
Liberty no drapery obverse. 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


Last month, I presented information and photos on the 1839 GR-4 die marriage. It was important since 
the obverse was previously used on 1839 GR-1, GR-2 and GR-3 (all 3 rated over R-5+). 1839 GR-1 is 
the rarest of all 1836 to 1839 Philadelphia die marriages minted. 


1839 GR-5 


Graham lists the following census for 1839 GR-5: 65, 64, 64, 64, 64, 64, 63, 63 and 63, published in 
2012. In my November 2021 Census, I had 66, 62, 61, 58, 58, 58, 58, 55, 55 and 55 reported by JRCS 
members, Bust Half Nut members, LSCC members and others. When I checked for rotation, I found 
only one that might have been rotated 1 degree. If you should find an 1839 GR-S5 that has significant 
rotation, please report it to me at bustcoinl@verizon.net . The one thing I have noticed about 1839 GR- 
5 is that many are well struck. 


Prior to Dick Graham’s book in 2012, the die marriage was listed as 1839 JR-3 in Jules Reiver’s 
Variety Identification Manual (VIM) in 1988. 


The following is Jules’ description for JR-3: 
Obverse — Same as JR-2, 9 recut at upper left. 


Reverse — Same as JR-4, JR-5. Several lines down to left from dentils over left side of M1. Heavy 
buildup under ED and between D and S. Lumps between these and T1 and wing. 
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1839 GR-5, PCGS AUS58 Obverse, Lot #11325, StacksandBowers, 11-18-20 


The above photo is the first use of Obverse 2 in Graham’s book. Most often I identify this 
obverse as GR-5 when I see Stars 1, 12 and 13 weak or with missing centrals. The bottom of the 
date is also weakly struck. 


I then confirm it by looking at the reverse where I find several very obvious markers. 
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1839 GR-5, PCGS AUS58 Reverse, Lot #11325, StacksandBowers, 11-18-20 


In the above photo you will notice a lump between UN (see circle). You will also notice a buildup in the 
field under ED and between D S. You may also notice the left side of M (see circle) is filled and several 
lines down to the left from the dentils over left side of M. There is also a die line between the upper and 
lower olive branches (see very small circle). 
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Normally I would try to show you earlier and later die stages of the die marriage being discussed, this 
time I will leave it to the reader to review what Jules Reiver and Dick Graham have said. Next month, I 
will present information and photos on the 1839 GR-6 die marriage (In my opinion, just a later 
die stage of 1839 GR-S5). 


Closing Comments 


Jules Reiver admits that his VIM was just a Preliminary Study of possible varieties of reeded edge half 
dollars. He said it started when Heritage Numismatic Auctions asked him to attribute half dollars and 
early dollars in the Mid-Winter ANA Auction in Salt Lake City in 1986. 


Dick Graham has mentioned several times in his book that further study needs to be done. 


I still have trouble attributing early die stage 1837’s and predict there will be one or two new discoveries 
in the future. 


There are 8 known die marriages for the year 1839, only one is out of reach for the average collector. 
My advice to everyone is don’t wait until the price goes up on 1839’s to collect them. 


If you have any questions concerning this Newsletter, don’t hesitate to email me at 
bustcoin] (@verizon.net or phone me at (951) 359-9623. 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes its J R Journal normally about 3 
times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles that are published, including New 
Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, mint processes, die stage information and more. 
Membership is just $25 per year. Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at 


wdperki@attglobal.net . 


LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated Coins join LSCC. LSCC 
publishes it’s Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their E-Gobrecht Monthly 
Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $30 per year. Anyone interested may 


contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 
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Finally 


ROE iy 


1839 CAPPED 50C 
JULES REIVER COLLECTION 
AU 55 
308165-016 


NUMISMATIC GUARANTY CORPORATION 


1839 JR-9, NGC AUS55, Lot #23451 Heritage Auction, 1-28-06 
The above coin sold for $517.50 in the January 28, 2006, Jules Reiver Collection Sale. 


If you own the above coin, I would very much like to own it. I would be willing to pay $1,300 for this 
coin. Please contact me at bustcoinl@verizon.net , whether or not you would like to sell it. 
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